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SO On the Numbers from each country, prisoners in New-York. [Jan. 



therefore, patients should not be con- 
sidered secure. 

Vaccine vesicles have sometimes 
been injured, and thereby converted 
into running sores, which soon healed 
by the application of dry lint. 

A child of a few months old was 
inoculated with recent cow-pock in- 
fection, and on the eighth day exhibit- 
ed on the arm two well marked ve- 
sicles. On the evening of that day, 
however, both were accidentally 
torn, which deranged the progress of 
the disease, and prevented the anti- 
variolus process from taking place 
in the constitution, as was proved 
by a subsequent inoculation. This 
case is 1 recorded to evince the ne- 
cessity of Strict attention to every 
stage 6f cow-pock. 

The test proposed by Mr. Bryce, 
continues to be practised, and to af- 
ford much satisfaction. 

The extensive correspondence of 
the institution, affords satisfactory 
6vid6h'ce of the progressive increase 
of Va'cci nation throughout Ireland. 
Practitioners of the highest respecta- 
bility are most' zealous in the cause, 
givingthe public every proof of their 
confidence hi the practice, by adopt- 
ing it in their own families. In most 
of the principal' towns, the poor have 
the advantage of gratuitous inocula- 
tion, either at the hospitals or houses 
of the medical' gentlemen. Among 
the higher ranks of society in the 
country, cow-pock is almost univer- 
sally adopted. 

Correspondents have complained 
much of the injury done by itinerant 
Quacks, who traverse the country, 
inoculating with small-pox the chil- 
dren of the poor. Of several who 
were thus inoculated in a small 
town, eighteen died ! 

The directors have reprinted and 
given extensive circulation to the re- 
port of the national vaccine establish- 
ment, on three cases which lately 
occurred in England, of small-pox 
following vaccination. The most 



zealous friends of cow-pock, have ad- 
mitted the possibility of such occur- 
rences. 

In a report published six years 
ago by the directors of this institu- 
tion, it was admitted (although they 
had not then met with a case of small- 
pox after vaccination) that, as inocu- 
latef small pox occasionally failed to 
project the constitution against a fu- 
ture attack of that disease, cow-pock 
might be liable to a similar contin- 
gency. The cases of (ailure, how- 
ever, which have come before them 
upon sufficient authority, are so very 
few in proportion to the many thou- 
sands who have been vaccinated, as 
to form no reasonable objection to 
the practice. Tl'.ey therefore feel 
themselves warranted from their own 
experience, and the concurring testi- 
mony of the most experienced of the 
profession, in declaring their una- 
bated confidence in vaccine inocu- 
lation. Signed by Order, 

S. B. Labatt, Secietary. 

January], 1812. 

To the frofrieten of the Selfait Magazine. 

Nexo-York, November 1 2, 1 8 1 1 . 
Gentlemen, 
TN your Magazine of August last, 
■*- you published a list of the convicts 
confined in our state prison, for five 
years, ending 31st December, 1801, 
when it appears there were 6'93 con- 
victs, of which number there were 
1 17 individuals from Ireland. The 
numbers on 31st December last, and 
from which there is little variation, 
stand thus : 



Americans 
Ireland . . 
England . 
Scotland . 
France . . 
Holland . 
Germany . 
Spain . . . 



367 
28 
27 
,5 
5 
1 
2 
2 



Bohemia .... 1 

Flanders .... 1 

Madeira .... 1 

West Indies . . 11 

Sweden l 

Otaheite .... 1 

Canada ..... 7 

Nova Scotia . . 3 



437 
Total 463, 



'26 



18 12-] Biographical Sketch of Thomas Clarkson, M.A. 31 

Your remark on the depreciation 
of the Irish character in this country, 
and your observation, " that some- 
thing is radically wrong," is too well 
founded to be controverted ; at the 
game time it is fair to inquire the 
probable cause of this afflicting cir- 
cumstance, while it is a consoling re- 
flection to observe the convicts from 
our country so much decreased for 
spme years past, although the emi- 
gration has been great beyond any 
fo.rmer times. Irish emigrants exceed 
those of England and Scotland in the 
ratio of one hundred to one ; the re- 
cords therefore of the state prison 
tell much in our favour. So that per- 
haps it would " tell better" for the 
Vnion, if the convicts of the three 
kingdoms were put down under the 
head, Great Britain. It would not be 
the first time that poor Ireland had to 
bear infinitely more than her share 
of the load of odium, arising, in a 
great measure, from that system by 
which she has been governed for ages. 
It has been too much the prac- 
tice of our friends in Ireland, to 
hurry out to this country, every lazy 
or worthless individual, who could 
not find refuge in the Army, Navy, 
Church, or at the Bar ; or were unwil- 
ling to pursue any avocation of in- 
dustry. Since the year 1801, many of 
this description have been engaged 



in fighting the battles of Britain, and 
no doubt many a life has been lost on 
the fields of Talavera, which might 
otherwise have lingered put an exis- 
tence in our penitentiary. I mean 
no reflection on the worthy and brave 
men who were unfortunately doom- 
ed to destruction in the Spanish and 
Portuguese wars. 

Much more might be said on this 
subject, particularly on the cruelty 
of those parents or friends, who send 
their unpromising children or con- 
nections here, without trade, occupa- 
tion, or money ; I shall merely re- 
mark as a general rule, that the in- 
dustrious farmer, labourer, and me- 
chanic, cannot fait of succeeding, and 
though it may appear extraordinary 
that in this happy country, where the 
means of gaining a livelihood by la- 
bour is comparatively easy, there 
should be so many convicts in one 
prison, yet it should be recollected 
that witnesses and jurors, who would 
shudder at the idea of prosecuting 
and convicting petty criminals un- 
der your sanguinary code, think it 
necessary and praiseworthy to give 
these wretches an opportunity of ex- 
piating their crimes by solitary con- 
finement, of learning'a useful trade, 
and of becoming, as I have known 
many of them to be, useful and exem- 
plary members of society. C. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THOMAS 
CLARKSON, M. A. THK 1NTREPTO AD- 
VOCATE OF THE ABOLITION OF 
8EGRQ SLAVERY. 

Extracted from the Annual Review. 

" When Clarkson his victorious course 

began, 
Unyielding in the cause of God and man, 
Wise, patient, persevering to the end, 
No guile could thwart, no power his pur- 
pose bend; 



He rose o'er Afric like the sun in smiles, 
He rests in glory on the western islas." 

Montgmurg't Wm.\ 'nMit. 

' I 'HERE are many persons among 
■*• us who maintain an opinion, that 
no progressive amelioration of man- 
kind has hitherto taken place, and 
that none is to be expected here- 
after They hold ttiis hearties* 
doctrine because they are ignorant 
of the past, and cauless for the fu- 



